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BOUNDARIES

Geographical boundaries.* | remember in school learning
about formations of land and rocks and coastal landscapes
and thinking what kind of home insurance those who live at the
edges of cliffs have

In the countryside private properties set geographical
boundaries. Sheep are gated into the ‘owners’ land to stop the
neighbouring land engulfing the sheep, avoiding angry letters
of something along the lines of, “get your bloody sheep off my
property”. In the City these restrictions are put in place to stop
human bodies from passing onto land? that isn’t theirs.Only
those who signed their lives away to Santander may have the
passcode to open the secret turnstiles at the Santander canary.
wharf branch that allows them access to nothing more than

an office with a few expensive chairs and a name badge that
proves their worth® There’s no walking through walls here.

1’ 2018 and | open a letter from the council asking me if |
object to the removal of a large blossom tree towards the back
of the neighbours garden. I'd never really thought about that
tree; where it's positioned or how many years it must have been
there and never did | think that a letter would get me thinking
about the feelings | have for a tree. | really felt sorry for this guy
- the way his roots had pushed through the tarmac showed me
he was fighting for his place in this city. He was stubborn and |
wasn’t going to get in the way of that

Itwas only those who were in a certain radius of the tree or
filled the space around the tree that got their say.* But only if
those in the vicinity called that place home; You only get a say
if it’s within the radius of you eating, sleeping and shitting

1t’s 2020 and I'm home in Yorkshire suburbia. - a place where
crows tell me to look down at the wild chives that grow through
the cracks of the pavement breaking their way through the
surface along with the dandelions and nettles.

It's 2020 and I'm too far away to have a say on that blossom
tree. I've got my say on a new bit of land now. | watch out my
window as workers in fluorescent jackets build the foundations
of proposed high rise flats. And | can’t help but think how many
hands it took to build mine.

 There's a point where we
have to stop; Where our
brain forms a mental
boundary When running.
towards an edge of land

that stops us jumping.

(concrete)

> The Restriction on

buildings and who can
enter

+ Body having avicinity
around it -
human body, body of
nature, body of object

*Less of asay

* Mine for now

BOUNDARIES
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BODY LANGUAGE

As bodies dance like boxes, Their movements almost always
appear robotic. They're uptight and anxious. They don’t know.
how to greet one another. Do they go for the double kiss? The
hug or the handshake.* God forbid they go for the triple kiss.*

It's 2007 and | pick up a body language book and put it on as a
disguise; Unaware this would set me up for years of pretending
1 was a really confident person. I'd spread my arms and legs as
far out as possible; going to job interviews with the wingspan of
an eagle and the leg span of a man spreader and walking down
school corridors like catwalks

Private schooled politicians are taught how to hold their
hands in forced positions to convey certain meanings. The
‘popular fist with thumb held firm into the palm’ apparently
shows precision, as this action is recognised by our brains as
a gesture used when writing, eating and drawing. My brain
recognises it as an action used when turning on the Telly.
When opening their palm it suggests handing over money to
the crowd; an action used to cover up the lack of.?

It’s 2008 and I'm trying to erase the fear in my head of people
who stand behind counters or desks or who wear fluorescent
jackets and uniforms with hats.* Obstacles between body to
body seem to be an element of fear or suggestive of hierarchy.
I'm scared of the girl behind the counter in topshop and the guy
asking if | want a bag in tesco. I'm scared of the security guard
in the shopping centre and the policeman who rides his bike
past me most mornings.

It’s 2020 and I still do that thing of introducing myself to myself
in the mirror or repetitively counting the coins in my hands
when in a que even though | know i've got enough or repeating
the words ‘erm hi can | have a large veggie deluxe meal until

it becomes a long string of nonsensical words and something
completely different comes out my mouth.

The obstacles still form barriers, and create the choreography
of social intervention. The objects that split a room such as a
desk or bar create a differentiation and box in the worker from
the customer. The worker may enter the customer area when
commanded but the customer rarely enters the workers box;
This box is for staff only.

*To makea

ing they
you must saw with the
pressure of a handshake

1052020 and T can only
imagine the level of
awkwardness gained from
having to greet people
from a distance.

*1 can't suy my brain
recogaises an open palm
as handing over money
but I'm sure many private
school scholars would
disagree

+ See Character

s See boundaries

BODY LANGUAGE
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Seren Metcalfe
Half Truths, 2020

MY BEST
IDEA EVER:

Make every
e
contestant on th

apprentice out of
clay

and then fire
them.
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